
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 5/13/2019 
REGULAR MEETING 
APRIL 8, 2019 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Lasher, Mr. Williams, Miss. Hibbard and Mr. Ordiway. 
ABSENT:  None 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy 
Medina – Clerk  
 
VISITORS: Arlene Pesik 
 
AGENDA:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to approve the agenda as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  Corrections were made.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the 
minutes of the regular meeting with correction held on March 11, 2019 and to approve the minutes of the special 
meeting held on March 27, 2019 as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  Questions were asked.  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Miss Hibbard to approve 
the check registry for the period of March 9th, thru April 5, 2019 as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURY:  Ms. Kusnier reported that she had received the scholarship for the seminar and that she will be 
attending it on April 26th thru May 3rd.  The City will only have to pay for the mileage.  She reported that she ended 
up closing the 5/3rd savings & moved it into the General Fund reserve at the same bank.  We will speak about the 
language for the shutoffs later in the meeting.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mrs. Pesik asked Mr. Lasher if he remembered what the count was for the traffic control test 
and when it was?   
 
Mayor Lasher replied that he believed that it was back in 2010 and that they had 4,200 on Main Street and around 
8 thousand on M-21.   
 
Mrs. Pesik commented they had a test done on Hollister road when school was out but finally, they did one with it 
on.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that all had gone well and that they had to deal with two felony arrest at the end 
of the month.  He attended all his meetings and the department all attended training at the county regarding 
Criminal Law.  Mr. Gleason had come and looked over our equipment checked and turned in and in return we got 
four guns that are highly useable, a newer shotgun, a rifle and two hand guns.  We also had a representative from 
the organization EVE come in and spoke with us regarding their services they provide to victims of sexual assault.   
 
Miss Hibbard asked what is Magnum.  Chief Goodrich explained that it is a drug task force.   
 
Mr. Williams asked that obviously, the school safety program is Clinton County.  We don’t have any schools within 
the City limits so how will they cover Leonard Elementary if they are not located within the City limits.   Chief 
replied that they still will respond.  It would be a mutual aid assist with Shiawassee.  In the policy it is stated that if 
anything happens that all units will go.   
 
DPW:  We are working with only two employees on staff so some things have been neglected.  We are still waiting 
on MMPA to find out what they are going to do.  The scales we bought have been delivered and need to be set up.  
We received a quote on what the cost would be for installing the mixer.   
 



Rich has been doing his best to try to keep up with the everyday task by himself because Don hasn’t been able to 
help him.  We did have a thing with Mr. Grove and explained what he had done so far.  Don stated that he had 
Michigan Rural Water Association to come out to assist him in finding the problem.  Don reported that they 
thought that they had it taken care of.  He was told what we thought was wrong and he had to contract a person 
to dig up the area so that he could get his line fixed.  He did hire G. A. Hunt Excavating and they didn’t find any 
leaks.  Don changed out the meter and it still did the same thing so, he put the original meter back on.  According 
to the ordinance he as the homeowner has to maintain his water line.  Don looked to see if it didn’t correlate with 
the Lead Copper ruling and it didn’t.   
 
Mayor Lasher stated that if it is the consensus of the Council he would write a letter to Mr. Grove and inform him 
that 30 days from now that the countdown for the shutoff notice will begin, and in 10 days which technically, he 
would have 40 days to fix the problem or either hire someone to excavate the entire line himself and fix it or he 
can have us hire the person to do the work and fix it but, if we find that it is his fault then he pays for it.  If we find 
that it is ours then we would pay for it.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW as presented.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  1.  Mrs. Kusnier presented to the Council the language for the shutoff notices.  She explained how 
this came about and that the language doesn’t match what our ordinance says.  So, she asked if an amendment 
would be needed.   
 
Mr. Williams asked is this required by ordinance.  Ms. Medina replied that the shutoff notice procedure is per 
resolution not ordinance.  This language would be added to the notice.  I feel that it should just require a motion to 
allow Liza to add this to the notice.  Discuss was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Zwick 
to approve to add the language to the back of the shutoff notice and that it be the City’s policy.   
     MOTION CARRIED 
2.  Mayor Lasher asked if anyone had the chance to contact any of the references that were on the audit bids.   
 
Mr. Zwick replied that he had a chance to contact the references and he found that the references for Layton & 
Richardson came with high recommendations.  They had a number of references from City’s, Township’s & 
Villages.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to award the bid for 
Audit services for the period of 2019 thru 2021 to Layton & Richardson. 
     MOTION CARRIED 
OLD BUSINESS:  1.  Mayor Lasher asked does the Council want Facebook?  Yes, was the reply.  Mayor Lasher 
reported that he had Patti pull together some social media policies to see what other communities have in place.  
Council reviewed the samples.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Zwick that 
we use the policy for Lake Isabella and just change the language to reference City of Ovid and to designate the 
Deputy Clerk & Treasurer as the persons to be able to post to the City’s Facebook.   
     MOTION CARRIED 
2.  Mr. Passmore presented the quote for the plotter and the computer that would be purchased through the SAW 
Grant.  Discussion was held on the plotter for the SAW Grant and it was suggested by Mr. Zwick that we get more 
quotes and check into if we would be able to lease the equipment before we decide on what we want.   No action 
taken at this time. 
 
Mr. Passmore presented to the council the one quote for a new computer for the DPW which would be paid 
through the SAW grant as well.  Discussion was also held that we should have more than one bid for big ticketed 
items like this.  it was suggested by Mr. Brown that we contact New Look out of St. Johns to see what they could 
do for a bid.  Mr. Zwick offered to email the specs to them to see what they can do for us.  Further discussion was 
held.  A motion was held by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Zwick to authorize the Mayor to approve the purchase of 
the computer if the specs from New Look out of St. Johns, comes in lower than what we received from I.T Right. 
     MOTION CARRIED 
 



Once again Miss Hibbard asked if we could get more bids for the mixer.  Discussion was held.   
 
It was the consensus of the council that we get more bids.  Mayor Lasher asked that they be presented no later 
than September’s meeting. 
 
Personnel:  Miss Hibbard reported that the Committee met to conduct interviews.  We had 5 applicants that we 
interviewed and the recommendation is that we offer the full-time position to Gordon Veale and that we offer the 
seasonal positions to Cody Syers & William Angell.  We ran another notice online for the third position for the 
seasonal position.  The deadline for that will be Friday April 12, 2019 at 4 pm.  we would like to let Cody know that 
we would like to mentor him and we feel that he will be a good asset to the department.   
 
Discussion was held on the other applicants and as to why they weren’t considered for the position. 
 
Miss Hibbard commented that we might want to consider reviewing the idea of if we want to hire students.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to extend the meeting for 30 minutes until 9:30 pm.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
A motion was by Mr. Zwick second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the recommendation to hire Mr. Cody Syers & Mr. 
William Angell for the seasonal position and to hire Mr. Gordon Veale for the full-time position. 
    MOTION CARRIED  
FINANCE:  Mr. Ordiway reported that the committee had looked into getting quotes on mowers.  They looked at 
seven different mowers with six different vendors.  The recommendation that we have is the mower from 
Michigan Iron & Equipment which is a FERIS product.  The cost is $5,244 with a 4-year, warranty.  Discussion was 
held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to purchase the mower form Michigan Iron & 
Equipment which is a FERIS product.  The cost is $5,244 with a 4-year warranty. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
PARK & REC.:  Ms. Perrien reported that they met on Friday, April 5th.  The big thing they spoke of was the 
bathroom for the football field area.  We discussed this at length and we decided that we would consider installing 
a steel building like what we have at Gumaer Park.  Now if we go with a grant it wouldn’t be until next year before 
we got started.  It would involve getting the proper permits.  A 24 by 24 pole structure with insides finished 
without the partitions and that quote was $8,000 for the material.  What we are looking at is if we could get the 
football parents that are skill trade people and get together and help with building it that would be great.  She 
inquired about the liability. 
 
Ms. Medina replied that all involved that would volunteer would have to sign a waiver of liability.   
 
Discussion was held as to where the building would go.  If we do it by the road then we don’t need to use a 
grinding pump.  There was discussion on if it would be feasible to install a two-compartment septic tank and if the 
County would allow for one. 
 
Ms. Perrien also, stated that the football group asked if the City would be able to mow the grounds for them.  
Mayor Lasher replied yes but it may not be to their specs.  
 
Ms. Perrien also reported that they spoke about improving Gumaer park being that there are funds to use.  We are 
looking at updating some of the equipment and possible removing some of the damaged trees.  There also was 
discussion on the condition of the benches in the dugouts there are screws sticking out of the wood.  This is the 
dugouts at the Pony league fields.  They would like to get a group of people to do the work.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  we haven’t had a meeting but we do have a fundraiser coming up on April 20th, to  Soaring Eagle 
Casino.   
 
CEMETERY:  Ms. Perrien reported that the committee has been looking over the regulations regarding the 
comparison of the cost of burials between us and other cemeteries in the surrounding area.  We recommend that 



our cost for residents purchasing a plot remain at $400 & Non-residents be lowered from $900 to $600.  Burial for 
resident would go from $600 to $500.  Burial for Non-resident would go from $800 to $600 and the winter rate is 
$550 for resident, $650 for Non-resident and cremations would change from $400 to $250 for Non-resident.  In 
reviewing the information, we found that our prices were triple from what other cemeteries had.  Our rules and 
regulations also stated that our rates include storage.  Now this year we weren’t able to use the mausoleum 
because we had such a hard winter.  We need to remedy that.  So, the thought is that if we are not going to be 
able to store the bodies that we change our rules & regulations to say that we don’t store.   
 
Mayor Lasher agreed that we should change the language to reflect that we don’t store bodies during the winter 
season.  The funeral homes will do the storing.   
 
We also spoke of our cost for foundations.  We did lower it to .35 cents for residents and .50 cent for Non-
residents.  Do we want to leave it the way it is or do we want to change it, that is the question?   
At this time, it is suggested that we leave it the way it is and we will discuss it at a later time.   
 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to extend the meeting for additional 30 minutes until 
10:00 pm.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to accept the recommendation on the changing of the 
rates but not the foundations effective immediately and to add the language that there will be no storage in the 
mausoleum during winter season. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Ms. Perrien informed the Council that they are still looking into the 700 & 800 section we are still working on those 
sections and it is a mess.  We need more time to review and understand the situation. 
 
Mayor Lasher asked that the Cemetery Committee that our Risk Control representative suggested that we have a 
cemetery ordinance. So, I asked our attorney for his thought.  He recommended a cemetery ordinance for 
enforcement purposes. The ordinance can reference policies and rules and regulations of the City that can be 
adopted from time to time.  So, he asked for enforcement purposes is there any reason to.  We were given a 
sample ordinance that our Risk control person gave us.  We could use that if needed and adjust it to reflect the 
City.  No action taken. 
 
OMESA:  There was discussion on possibly, dedicating the building to a couple of individuals and the rest was 
regular business and they went through regular business.  There also was discussion on requesting if the City could 
conduct a flow test. 
 
PARK & REC.:  Ms. Perrien asked have the Park & Rec, Board meet.  Ms. Medina reported at the last meeting Ray 
was the only one that showed up.   
 
Ms. Perrien commented that the reason for asking is what are the choices as a City with dealing with the fact that 
we have two entities donating money and Ovid Township not are we going to rectify that.  
 
Mayor Lasher asked how should we rectify it.   
 
Ms. Perrien replied that in the correspondence form our Risk Management program they have some clauses in 
there about what we should be doing and she wondered if the program has run it coarse 
 
Mayor Lasher commented that the report says that he feels that we can get around this because it says that the 
board manages the funds and they don’t in this case we the City do based on their recommendations.  He feels 
that the representative doesn’t understand how that board conducts business.   
 



PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they are working on the Master Plan for the City.  We looked 
at the current plan but it was done in 2002 so we are going to use some of the information and there is all kinds of 
information on the check list for doing a master plan so we will be getting a survey ready to be sent out and we 
talked about doing this along with the Park & Rec. Committee and include the information needed for the Park & 
Recreational Plan that we also have to have filed with the State of Michigan in order to qualify to go after 
recreational grants.  This way we can get a clear view on community involvement to see what they would like to 
see developed within our community.   
 
The Planning Commission meets every first Monday of the month at 7 pm. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they meet tomorrow. 
 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that the minutes are in the packets. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown presented to the Council the amended fourth articles of incorporation to allow for Duplain and 
Elsie to join the board.  Discussion was held and there was an issue with one of the paragraphs on page 5, that the 
Council members did not agree with.  Discussion was held and the decision was tabled until Mayor Lasher or Mr. 
Brown speak with Mr. Smith on this matter.  There also is a quote that says that a member of the board can not be 
a member of emergency service a member or employee.  This Council has two members on the board of OMESA 
does that mean we can’t be members of OMESA?  That is in that particular articles of incorporation.  We need to 
have this changed.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Ms. Perrien to table this action until further 
notice no action was taken. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mr. Brown reported that the do have a personnel committee meeting coming up through CAASA. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 9:50 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 


